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INITIAL CONCEPT
We have chosen to design a Trash Palace for our production design assignment. We decided on
this concept due to our shared love for surreal spaces that create a rich context in which a

character and story can exist. 

Our set exists at the bottom of a garbage bag, where our character “Cockroach” has built his
home from discarded pieces of rubbish. This concept allows us to explore themes of

sustainability through using recycled materials to build enlarged rubbish pieces and the idea of
finding beauty in discarded/otherwise overlooked things. Additionally, Trash Palace allows us
to play with bold colour and textural choices as well as challenging and extending our craft
skills with ambitious designs and construction plans. Trash Palace also creates an inherently

unconventional character that gives the potential for unique stories and direction to be
provided by our cinematographers. 

Once we solidified our concept we brainstormed and then narrowed down a list of feasible, and
interesting pieces of rubbish that we could scale up to fill the space and then designed these

with inspiration from our curated Pinterest board. We then broke down a construction plan for
each item and devised a costume idea. 



Visual references
& colour palette

Organics: Glossy, wet-look/juicy,
organic shapes, segments and cells,

curves,  pulpy, fiberous, porous-  

non-organics: soft plastics,
shiny, glossy, pleated, billowing,
translucent. 

similarities and
consistencies

with:

Simphiwe Ndzube: the bloom of the corpse flower 2020Images 1,3,4: Dipping Sauce, photography by Maisie Cousins



Set Design 

Bottle Cap Table

Sponge Seat

Cigarettes

Button Plate

Gum Glob

Love Letter

Fruit Stickers

Climbing Mould

*Not Shown: plastic walls /floor and cockroach food



floor
plan

*main components only 



We aim to round
out the set corner
by hanging the
plastic from a
curved piece of
plywood that we
will secure to the
top of our flats.

Construction plan  Plastic walls
and floor  

To mimic the appearance of a garbage bag, we will drape black
plastic sheets on the flats and floor, incorporating billows and
pleats to add texture and variation. These textures and the
plastic’s reflective quality should allow Max and Jaida to bring
the room to life through lighting. 

These reference images show how
gathering and folding the plastic will
create a more dynamic backdrop. 



This piece is a functioning table made up of a
plastic bottle cap resting ontop of a lipbalm.

To create the bottle cap we will:
layer circles of cardboard and plywood to
create the top of the bottle cap
attach adhesive ribbed panelling to a
220cmx30cm piece of cardboard
secure this ribbed carboard around the
circumference of the top piece
add details to the bottom
paint blue and finish with a gloss spray. 

70cm

30cm

Bottle cap & lip balm Table 

The bottle cap will be
joined to a lip balm base.
We have serval options
for constructing the lip
balm depending on the
weight of the bottle cap

lip and the availability of
recycled materials. These

options include PVC
pipe, a foam muscle

roller, or a cardboard
tube. 

Construction plan 



Sponge seat 
This piece is a fucntioning seat designed to look like a
chunk of old manky dishsponge. The seat is made up of
two components: a stool, which will bear the weight of
the user, and a sponge shell.  

To create the shell, we plan to: 
Shape and affix yellow mattress foam around a
cardboard box. 
Remove chunks of foam to create craters. 
Deepen craters using brown paint. 
Glue roughed up green felt to the top. 
 Use watered down paint and PVA glue to
create crusty, dirty look. 

Construction plan 



Construction plan 
CigaretteS 

To create the cigarettes we will use a plastic spool as a
base. Chicken wire will be secured around this base
and then a layer of paper will cover the wire. The

paper will be painted with orange and red to appear
as lipstick marks. This method will allow the

cigarettes to be free-standing and sturdy while also
allowing us to manipulate the chicken wire to give the
folded, creased look of a discarded cigarette. The ash

will be made of scrunched-up paper covered in a
sawdust-paint mixture.



Construction plan 
Climbing mould 

Karen Margolis ‘Synthetic Garden’

Fiona Price ‘Into the Rockpool’ Marion Jazmik

Dasha Plesen

To simplify the bump-in process, we decided to create a seperate climbing
mould piece backed with a sheet of chicken wire that can be easily added
to the set. The chicken wire will be suspended from 2 high-boy stands
over the top of the flats and there will be points at sides and bottom that
will allow us to mount the structure to the flats. 
The base will be constructed with wire and left-over foam
pieces, and covered with mould made with a variety of
techniques and materials including: 

1.Fabric woven in and out of the chicken wire to create
folded, bolbous shapes adorned with felting fibre to create
fluffy spores

2. ‘Cell’ shaped holes cut into thin cardboard, which can be
painted and shaped. 

3.Paper mache shaped into folding wiggly moulds and coated
with paint and fibres

4.Spores made from remaining airdry clay. 
5.Applying heat gun to to colourful recycled plastics and

polyester fabric scraps to create a warped, bubbling surface. 



Construction plan  

Gum blobs

Button plate

Blobs of chewing gum stick to the side of the plastic
bag in various shapes and colours. 

To keep them lightweight for wall mounting, and
to make economic use of materials, the blobs will
be made with a thin layer of air-dry clay sculpted
over a skeleton. The base skeletons will be made
from recycled plastic containers & paper wrapped
in tin-foil to create a knobbly gum shape with a
hollow interior. The clay will then be painted
bubblegum pink and mint green and sprayed with a
glossy top coat to create the look of still-wet gum. 

To create the button plate, two plastic paint
lids will be glued together, painted a bright
candy colour, and sprayed with gloss. No

holes are needed as they won’t be seen
under the cockroach’s food.



Construction plan 

Fruit Stickers 

Love letter

To create the love letter: 
Reinforce a large piece of
cardboard (from a shipping
box) using gaffer tape. 
Glue white butcher’s paper
to the cardboard.
Paint on blue paper lines,
red margin, and writing

The large fruit stickers will be made from A2
pieces of paper. I will create fruit sticker
graphics in Photoshop and then use a
projector to draw the outlines of these
graphics on the paper. I will then hand paint
the paper and finish with a gloss spray. The
stickers will be attached to the wall with
double-sided tape.



The COCKROACH
Our cockroach costume will consist of a modified
brown, oversized, pin-stripe suit. The oversized

look will suggest the rectangular shape of a
cockroach. Ideally, we will source a jacket with a

coattail to further this idea. 4 arms, sewn from
brown fabric and stuffed with recycled soft

plastics, will be sewn to the sides of the jacket. 

An oversized piece of bowtie pasta will be used as
the cockroach’s bowtie. This will be made of clay

and painted yellow. Antennae, sewn from the
remaining brown fabric and reinforced with wire

will be attached to a headband.



Cockroach fOOD
For one of our cine’s stories the cockroach will be preparing
and eating a mound of cockroach food. We have decided to
shape this mound of food into something that looks like a
tiered cake, inspired by the molten kitsch of Vinent Olinet’s
cake sculptures. Olinet’s work contains the vivid candy colours
of our own colour palette and has a gruesome sloppiness that
really appeals to us. 

The combination of a lop-sided, sludgy cake base decorated with an attempt at
ornateness continues the theme established in our set of finding the beauty in typically
unbeautiful things and making the most of what you have. The cake will be assembled
on set from prepared cake layers and a variety of icing colours.  If our cines shooting
angles would benefit from a larger cake than is feasable to make out of real food, we
will use a styrofoam base wrapped in cling film to construct the lower 1 or 2 teirs,
allowing the top portion to still be food safe.


